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and as little to be trusted, said Calvin, as if his fits of
zeal had been the calculated hypocrisy of a traitor.
Such as he was he obtained the hand of the greatest
heiress in France, Jane d'Albret, the daughter of
Henry d'Albret, King of Navarre, and Margaret of
Angouleme, the sister of Francis L

The saying of Napoleon, that Africa begins at the
Pyrenees, can scarcely fail to occur to the traveller
who climbs to the Port de Venasque, or to any other
of the high passes, which are little more than notches
cut into a continuous wall of mountains, and turns
from the green valleys and chestnut-clad slopes of
France to the stony mountain ridges which rise on
the Spanish side, one behind the other, till they
gradually sink into what appears an arid table-land.
Here at any rate he must believe Nature herself has
set the limits of two nations; yet during the Middle
Ages the Pyrenees separated nothing. On the east
the counts of Barcelona, afterwards Kings of Aragon,
were the lords of wide domains in Languedoc and
Provence, which before the i6th century had shrunk
to the county of Roussillon. On the west the Kings
of Navarre owing fealty to the French Crown for
other possessions, ruled from the Ebro to the Adour
as sovereign Princes over a territory inhabited by a
population mainly Basque in origin.

The marriage of Jane of Navarre with Philip the
Fair, in 1285, united for a time the kingdom of Na-
varre to France. In 1328 her granddaughter, excluded
by the Salic law from the French throne, inherited
Navarre, which passed by marriage successively to
the Hpyse of Evreux, Foix and Albret.